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A Report 

 

After the successful organization of ‘The World of Rock Art’ exhibitions at Banaras 

Hindu University, Varanasi ( 5
th

 to 8
th

 March, 2013), then in Srimanta Sankardeva 

Kalashetra (SSK), Guwahati (12
th

 April to 3
rd

 May, 2013), at Odisha State Museum, 

Bhubaneshwar (18
th

 May to 23
rd

 June, 2013), at Pondicherry University, Puducherry ( 

25
th

 July to 25
th

 august, 2013), at National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA), Bengaluru 

(3
rd

 December 2013 to 3
rd

 January 2014), at Centre for Heritage Studies (CHS), 

Tripunithura, Kerala ( 28
th

 November to 28
th

 December, 2014), at Sangeetha Mahal 

Palace Complex, Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu (6
th

 May to 21
st
  June, 2015) at ASI, Puratattva 

Bhavan, Nagpur (19
th

 Nov-31
st
 Dec, 2015), at Regional Science City, Lucknow (26

th
 

April to 24
th

 May, 2016) and at Himachal State Museum, Shimla, Himachal Pradesh (15
th

 

June to 24
th

 July, 2016). The exhibition is now hosted at the Departmental Museum of 

Ancient Indian History Culture & Archaeology, Panjab University, Chandigarh. An 

exhibition on ‘Indian Rock Art’ was also organized by IGNCA in the last week of 

August, 2014 at the World Rock Art Museum, Yinchuan, China. It remained open for the 

public till September, 2015.  In February, 2016 IGNCA organised an exhibition-cum-

workshop on ‘India-China Rock Art’ from 24
th

 February to 27
th

 March, 2016.  

 



As a precursor to the exhibition, a press conference was held by the organizers of the 

event on 09
th

 August, 2016 at the Library, Dept. of Ancient Indian History Culture & 

Archaeology, Panjab University, Chandigarh. The media persons were briefed about the 

objectives of IGNCA in organizing the exhibition and also about the significance of this 

ignored field of rock art as well as of its studies and its importance for posterity, 

especially the role the media has to play in this regard. Almost all the major newspapers 

highlighted the significance of the event which resulted in huge attendance at the 

exhibition, Children Workshops and at the Special Lectures. The electronic media also 

highlighted the importance of the event (for details, visit www.ignca.nic.in)   

                          
Sh. Vijai Vardhan Inaugurating the Exhibition. 

The exhibition at Panjab University, Chandigarh, was inaugurated by the Chief 

Guest Shri. Vijai Vardhan ( IAS), Additional Chief Secretary, Higher Education, Govt. of 

Haryana on 10
th

 August, 2016 and  the inaugural ceremony was chaired by Prof. Arun 

Kumar Grover, Vice Chancellor, Panjab University, Chandigarh. The welcome address in 

the inaugural function was given by Ms. Paru Bal Sidhu, Chairperson, Dept. of A.I.H.C 

& A, Panjab University, Chandigarh. Introduction to the exhibition was given by Dr. B.L. 

Malla, Project Director, IGNCA, New Delhi. The Chief Guest, Shri. Vijai Vardhan in his 

speech, appreciated the IGNCA’s initiative in documenting rock art sites across India and 

disseminating it’s knowledge through rock art exhibitions all over the country. 

Describing the rock art as the major component of art history, he stressed on the 

importance of history for understanding the contemporary world. Analysing the study of 

rock art in the Indian context, Sh. Vardhan underlined the need of giving more support to 

rock art conservation. In addition, he emphasized on taking measures to preserve such 

sites as it will help the younger generation in understanding the past better. Prof. Arun 



Kumar Grover, addressing on the occasion, highly appreciated the rock art exhibition 

organized by IGNCA. He emphasized on the holistic study of the past, of which the rock 

art forms an essential component. At last, he said that more such exhibitions be organized 

so that students as well as general public at large get to know about the global rock art 

heritage. Concluding the inaugural ceremony, Dr. Renu Thakur, Associate Professor, 

Dept. of A.I.H.C & A gave the vote of thanks. 

 

Sh. Vijai Vardhan and Prof. A.K.Grover addressing the audience. 

 

 
A glimpse of the audience at the inaugural ceremony. 

 

 



The present exposition ‘The World of Rock Art’ is culled out from the 

Exhibition on Rock Art organised during the International Rock Art Conference, at the 

Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), New Delhi from 6
th

 December, 

2012 to 25
th

 January, 2013. After getting a very positive feedback from a cross section of 

the society comprising; scholars, media persons, public servants and general public, it 

was decided to take the exhibition to other parts of the country as circulating/mobile 

exhibition to spread awareness among school children, college and university students 

and general public at large.  

For the present exhibition, exhibits are chosen from five continents of the world: 

Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe, North and South America. A representative collection of 

the significant and important traditions are displayed continent wise. This exhibition 

creates, for the viewer, a degree of experiential contact with prehistoric art. It provides 

the basis for entering into the changing aspects of the living arts of man. It is believed 

that man’s awareness of the world around came through his primeval sense of sight and 

sound. These two senses have stimulated artists’ expressions; visual and aural in the 

prehistoric past as well as in the contemporary cultures. The present exhibition also 

showcases the ‘living art traditions’ of three communities - the Lanjia-Sauras of Odisha, 

the Rathwa-Bhils of Gujarat and the Warlis of Maharashtra, just to give a glimpse of 

continuity of artistic traditions in Indian context. 

           As a part of the event, two painting workshops for school children titled 

„Impressions‟ were organized on 10
th

 and 11
th

 August, 2016 at the Departmental Museum 

of A.I.H.C & A, Panjab University, Chandigarh where almost 300 students from various 

schools of Chandigarh and its surrounding areas  actively participated. A special lecture 

on the „Prehistory of the Siwalik Ranges of Punjab‟ by Dr. Mukesh Singh was organized 

on 10
th

 August at Room# 1, in the Dept. of A.I.H.C & A, Panjab University, Chandigarh. 

On the following day another special lecture by Dr. Paru Bal Sidhu, titled ‘An analysis of 

Prehistoric Indian Rock Art‟ was organized at the same venue. Dr. Renu Thakur, 

Associate Professor, Dept. of A.I.H.C & A, Panjab University, Chandigarh also gave a 

lecture titled „A Prehistoric Art: An Appraisal‟. Both the special lectures saw a huge 

attendance of university students, scholars and rock art enthusiasts. 

All the events were well received by the people, students and scholar community. 

The exhibition, Special Lectures and Children Workshops were highly appreciated and 

got a very positive response from both print and the electronic media. For instance, the 

Chief Guest on the occasion Sh. Vijai Vardhan in his address stressed “to cherish and 

protect the cultural gift from our ancestors” (Times of India, 10.08.2016).  



            As per the recent update received from Panjab University, Chandigarh, people in 

large numbers are visiting the exhibition every day. Through this event, we have been 

able, to a large extent, to propagate and highlight the activities of the IGNCA, especially 

about the importance and the objectives of the present Rock Art Project. How did 

humankind portray its earliest expressions? A visit to the exhibition, The World of 

Rock Art at Panjab University, Chandigarh offers some answers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Formal Inaugural Ceremony 

 

 

   Dr. Malla introducing the exhibition. 

Dr. Renu Thakur proposing the vote of thanks      



Special Lectures 

 

 

 

                   

Dr. Mukesh Singh during his special lecture at the deptt. of A.I.H.C & A . 

 

 

 



                                          

 

 

 

                     

Dr. Paru Bal Sidhu (above) and Dr. Renu Thakur delivering their respective special lectures. 

 

     

 

 



Children’s Workshop 

 

 

                          
Schoolchildren at their creative best during the children’s workshop. 



Press Coverage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The present exhibition will remain open for public till 10
th

 September, 2016. 

 

         Team Rock Art 
Rock Art Department 

Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts 
11 Mansingh Road, New Delhi 


